JOURNAL OF ARNOLD BENNETT
Thursday, December i6th.
At my dentist's, a strangely Bohemian cockney, who called me
" Mate " at the second interview, and referred intimately to the
missus and the kids. Nevertheless a good dentist. In his own
jargon he said: " I have put in two uppers and a lower to-day."
He told me also of a curious domestic custom : " My missis ", he
said, " has extraction money and toothpowder money for 'er
perks,"
Friday, December njth.
I had imagined that leader-writers on the morning dailies re-
ceived munificent salaries. But at lunch to-day, discussing
with Lowry the murder of Terris,1 on which the previous evening
he had written a column leader in 70 minutes, I learnt otherwise.
Lowry is on the Morning Post, and he is paid by the piece,
receiving 2 guineas for a column, i guinea for half a column,
and half a guinea for a quarter column.
Sunday, December xqth.
A story told to me to-day reminded me of a confidence of my
Aunt's, made some years ago, concerning my maternal grand-
father. It was given in the horrified tones of a daughter whose
Puritan susceptibilities had been lacerated. My grandfather, it
appears, at the age of seventy and odd, and after having been
a long time a widower, began to pursue servant girls upon the
outskirts of Burslem; and not all the shocked remonstrances
of his daughters could bring forn back to the narrow path. He
never succeeded in enchanting any of these girls, but the inten-
tion was, I was told, only too obvious. It is curious that at
such a time of life, the long-repressed instincts of a man who
had lived as a strict Wesleyan-Methodist, should at last have
become unmanageable. Shortly after the episodes of the servant
girls he married a buxoin woman forty years his junior, a plump-
faced pleasant woman who had the greatest difficulty not to
caH me "Mr. Arnold."
Tuesday, December zist.
The constant unsleeping watchfulness for verbal mistakes and
slips and clumsiness in composition, necessitated by my post as
1 William Tenis, the actor, was fatally stabbed by a discharged " super "
as lie was entering the stage-door of the Adelphi Theatre, December 16,
1897-
66